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Punjab, a frontier area in
tha early 20th century, was
situated on the northwest
border of India. It was a flat,
agricultural area supplied by 5
rivers that gave the region its
name, pan jab. Population pressure,
subdivision of land due to inhertance
customns and the appeal of higher
wages attracted many Punjabis, East
Indians to California.

MIGRATI
AND STATE LAW

The development of

the agricultural industry
combined with restrictive
immigration laws of the late
18th and early 20th century
led to the integration of
Mexican and Punjabi peoples
in California. Large California
farms specialized in seasonal crops gl
and required a large labor force. From 18680 to 1910,
Califomnia farmers experimented with a vanety of labor sources including
Native Americans, Chinese, Fillpinos and Japanese. Several major
recessions and the attraction of better wages in cities depleted these
ethnic labor forces. Meanwhile, antl-forelgn sentiments In the United
States led to federal laws that dramafically restricted immigration from
China and Japan. In 1913 Californla passed the Alien Land Act which
prevented aliens ineligible for citizenship from owning land.

The turbulent changes in Mexican government and

farming in the first part of the 20th century led many

Mexican workers to seek employment in California.

power. Chaos soon spread through the country
a8 Mexico entered a lengthy and

- landowners while farm
- workers were forced into



